
 

Alden CSD Town Hall August 17th and August 20, 2020 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Subject Question Answer 
After School Activities 

(Sports, Clubs, etc...) 

Follow up to my after school program question, 

you are stating that it won't be offered even 

though it would be a low attendance and it is 

schedule time with the teachers for extra help 

but rather it will be done between 2:30pm-

3pm virtually? how will that take place if they 

are on a bus at that time? If it is scheduled for 

only a max number of students I don't see why 

this can't be offered, considering the remote 

learning issues that some of the students have. 

At the start of the school year we do not want 

to pose issues with transportation. This will be 

re-evaluated by Mr. Ryan and Mr. Smith as the 

year progresses. 

After School Activities 

(Sports, Clubs, etc...) 

Will clubs or after school programs be at the 

school or Thru zoom 

Principals are working with Advisors on this 

topic. 

Alden Middle School 

Plans 

If we decide on 100% remote learning, will my 

child still be able to participate in Envision and 

NJHS? 

Students in 8th grade who do the 100% remote 

learning option will take English, Math, SS, 

Science, LOTE, Health, PE for the first 10 weeks. 

They will not be able to participate in Envisions. 

These students could still participate in NJHS 

due to the fact that many of the meetings will 

be held virtually. 

Alden Primary School 

Plans 

Will there be an Kinder orientation ? I'm 

worried about not being able to walk her to 

class the first day, never meeting her teacher 

and also not knowing where the class room is 

located. 

Kindergarten Orientation letters have already 

gone home. Orientation appointments have 

been scheduled in 30 minute slots to ensure the 

group sizes remain appropriate. 

Alden Primary School 

Plans 

Are any of the fundraisers going to happen like 

the mum sale? 

Please check with PTO. 

aldenprimarypto@yahoo.com 

Alden Primary School 

Plans 

I've never dropped them off in the morning for 

school - 8:35 the bell rings, but how long do 

they have to get in. I plan to drop them off this 

year, but imagine one arrival time would cause 

a major back up. It seems like dismissal is being 

spread out, what about arrival? 

Is there going to be a printed sheet that we 

need to send in each day for the daily 

symptoms or an app? Besides trusting in 

parents, this might be a way to track 

participation.  

If we decided to go with 100% remote learning 

who is teaching it? The assigned teacher or 

someone else? If we start out with hybrid but 

find we are not comfortable sending them, are 

Primary School arrival occurs each morning 

between 8:35 - 8:55 AM. Students may be 

dropped off anytime during that window. 

Teaching assignments for remote learning will 

be determined based on interest; however, it is 

unlikely that it will involve previously assigned 

teachers. Families may be permitted to switch 

tracks (hybrid vs. remote) after the school year 

begins, but not until the end of the 1st marking 

period (end of Nov.). Please direct questions 

regarding the UPK to Mrs. Drew at 

upk@aldenschools.org. 



families able to decide to do at home learning 

instead? 

Will there be any type of zoom meet the 

teacher for students before the beginning of 

classes (especially for pre-k)? 

Has the Pre-k considered using a similar school 

schedule (blue and gold) vs everyday for 

shorter times? 

Thank you so much for all you are doing for our 

children, I very much appreciate it! 

Health and Safety What about allergies?  My kids tend to get 

allergies in the fall/ spring and typically have 

runny noses and slight temps.  So I cant send 

them to school? 

Please work with your family physician and the 

school nurse to determine if a health care plan 

may be needed.  At this time, because we 

cannot be sure that an acute illness is not covid, 

and because there can be what is called co-

morbid illness along with covid, such as strep, 

DOH guidance says that ANY acute illness with 

symptoms that could be covid require 

evaluation and testing for covid. A physician, or 

other health care provider, note and test results 

indicating it is not covid are required for a 

return, as well as 72 hours fever-free off fever 

reducing meds and symptoms improving and 10 

days since the symptoms first appeared. While 

this is highly conservative, it is for safety of all.  

We realize this is an inconvenience, but for now, 

for the reopening, this is consistent with DOH 

guidance. 

Health and Safety 1.  Who will be enforcing the high school to 

wear masks in the hallway (not 6ft apart) or the 

lunchroom when they get up or get to close to 

others to converse.  Are there more staff 

available to enforce this?  Who will also be 

enforcing 2 at a time at the bathrooms?  Will 

there be a visible person there at each 

bathroom? 

How will the 4 times a day at the locker be 

enforced?  Monitors or Honor System? 

2.  Will the High School lunchroom look like the 

study hall room? 

3.  Will the children be able to choose where 

they sit in the High School lunchroom? 

4.  Will we be told if our children have been in 

close contact with a covid child? Will this be 

the contact tracing? 

5.  Will the High School students be allowed to 

carry their backpacks? 

6.  Will you enforce hand washing throughout 

the day?  Will there be hand sanitizer in the 

lunchrooms before they enter?  Will the 

classroom teachers be asked to have the 

All faculty and staff need to work together in 

monitroing and enforcing all of the social 

distancing guidelines. The students themselves 

will largely be responsible for being aware of 

how many are in any bathroom at one time. We 

will spot check at random times.  Lockers are 

the same. Administrators and teachers are 

always in halls between classes. We will be 

watching for proper social distancing ettiquette. 

The HS lunch room will have desks spread 6 ft 

apart facing the same direction just like the 

classrooms.  Notice regarding positive test cases 

will come from the school and the ECDOH will 

conduct contact tracing, as needed.  Backpacks 

are not permitted; only school assigned 

computer bags. Hand santizers will be available 

in halls, classrooms, and cafe. The 100% remote 

option is available. An email was sent out and 

the information is found on the District web 

page. 



students sanitize before or after they leave the 

classroom? 

7.  Will the High School students be allowed to 

go back to their lockers during advisement if 

they have forgotten something? 

8.  How soon will parents know about 

schedules for the option to 100% virtual learn?  

Couldn't the High School keep the same 

schedule for the student, just put them on 

through zoom to attend the class with either 

the blue or yellow group?  The only difference 

is they would not be present.  The lesson could 

be done by camera in the classroom so the at 

home 100% students could learn along with 

the inschool.  They could stay with the blue or 

gold cohort. 

9.  Check in for the High School is at 7:20 

according to the presentation.  As in past years, 

the buses usually arrive around 7:20.  Does this 

mean the check in is for those students who 

are at home learning for their day is 7:20?  The 

students who are actually in school would just 

need to check into their advisement?  Will the 

bus schedule be any earlier this year or the 

same? 

10.  If there is an error in the High School 

schedule, how does the student make a 

change?  In the past, they went to the guidance 

office at various times.  Will there be a 

different protocol to make those changes to 

eliminate the amount of students doing the 

same? 

Health and Safety What happens if i child comes into school with 

a cold or coughing a lot, runny nose is it best to 

keep that child at home or call ahead that they 

have a cold?  Thank you 

Please work with your family physician and the 

school nurse to determine if a health care plan 

may be needed.  At this time, because we 

cannot be sure that an acute illness is not covid, 

and because there can be what is called co-

morbid illness along with covid, such as strep, 

DOH guidance says that ANY acute illness with 

symptoms that could be covid require 

evaluation and testing for covid. A physician, or 

other health care provider, note and test results 

indicating it is not covid are required for a 

return as well as 72 hours fever-free off fever 

reducing meds and symptoms improving, and 10 

days since the symptoms first appeared. While 

this is highly conservative, it is for safety of all.  

We realize this is an inconvenience, but for now, 

for the reopening, this is consistent with DOH 

guidance. 



Health and Safety What disciplinary action would be taken if 

students refuse to wear a mask or do not wear 

one properly during school? I noticed this 

question was asked several times via the last 

questionnaire but I didn’t see a direct answer.  

Thank you for all the complete and easily 

accessible information! 

As stated in New York State Department of 

Health Guidance, masks are required any time 

social distancing cannot be established and 

sustained as well as in common areas.  Students 

not wearing a mask, who do not have a 

documented health care plan, will be asked to 

put one on.  Refusals will result in a call home to 

families to pick the student up from school. 

Health and Safety Is there any guidance on the types of masks 

allowed or not allowed? I.E. a mask with a 

exhalation valve. 

Masks need to cover the mouth and nose and 

should be close to the cheek.  Masks with 

exhalation valves are not recommended. 

Hybrid Learning If a student is sick, with a seasonal cold and 

misses on of their scheduled in class instruction 

days is it possible to join a class of their 

opposite color cohort to help make up the 

missed in person lesson if we could get them 

to/from school and not mess up the bus 

transportation that I’m sure is going to be crazy 

this year? 

At this point in time we will need to maintain 

the Blue and Gold cohorts. We will continue to 

evaluate the information we have.  Teaching all 

students the new procedures and routines 

during the first few weeks is essential. There 

may be an option for checking in from home if 

the student is well enough. 

Hybrid Learning Our question pertains to our daughter and 

what the teaching will look like at home. How 

are they going to interact. Are they going to 

bring any books home? Will they have hands 

on material at home? workbooks? Will they be 

advancing in their learning. How will the 

lessons differ from in school and at home. Its 

just not clear to us. 

Thank you 

We will follow a flipped classroom approach. 

Teachers will provide students with direct 

instruction asynchronously via video, 

PowerPoint, Nearpod ect. (10-15 min max) 

Students will be responsible to view this 

instruction the night before attending class 

(HW). Students may be required to come 

prepared with questions or guided notes on 

lessons they viewed. During class time (either 

face to face or remote), students will work on 

assignments/projects related to the lesson. 

Teachers will support, reteach, provide 

additional recourses to students during this 

class time. This can be done via Zoom or 

Microsoft Teams when kids are remote.                                                                                                                                               

By using the Flipped model, students would be 

provided 5 days of instruction whether they are 

remote or face to face. All kids will view the 

direct instruction asynchronously the night 

before and work on assignemtns during the 

class period. This new instuction could be 

provided 5 days a week to students regardless 

of the students being present at school or at 

home. What materials the students will need 

will be dependant on what the teachers require 

them to do. The lessons should be similar 

whether kids are home or in school. 

Remote Learning I didn’t watch the zoom from today yet, as we 

had decided to homeschool for this year after 

no option for 100% remote learning was going 

to be offered, but a friend messaged me that 

now we will be offered an option to have them 

A call was made to families a few days ago 

informing them of this option. Information is 

available on the website:  

https://www.aldenschools.org/domain/589 



virtual/remote 100%? Is this correct? If so, 

where/when do we get more info so I can 

make a decision for sure and who would we let 

know? Technically we are down for 

“homeschool” as of now. Thank you! 

Remote Learning In addition to my last question about 100% 

remote learning, if school goes back to “full 

time” does that mean the remote learning 

option would be void and we would have to do 

the full school days? Thank you. 

At this time we would need clarification from 

the NYS Education Department to determine if 

Remote Learning could be included as a day of 

attendance. 

Remote Learning Has the District thought about utilizing 

individual teachers within a grade to teach a 

specific subject to all students?  During the 

Town Hall Meeting last week, the District was 

concerned with Bandwidth limiting how many 

teachers could stream classes at a time.  

However, if a teacher was only responsible to 

stream to all students within a grade about a 

specific subject, this greatly reduces the 

Bandwidth utilized at any given time.  This also 

ensures that all children are learning the same 

subjects as a group, so when they move on to 

the next grade, they are on an even playing 

field. 

We anticipate there will be a dedicated 

teacher(s) at the elementary school to address 

remote only learning. 

Remote Learning Wondering when a decision will be made if the 

hybrid model will be happening or if all 

students will be remote only? Wondering how 

parents choose which method they want?  

Also, wondering if the primary students using 

the playground will be required to wear a mask 

as they will not be 6 feet apart?? 

Thank you! 

We will begin the year in our hybrid Blue and 

Gold model in order to meet the health and 

safety requirements.  There is a 100% remote 

option offered to families and we respect the 

difficult choices families are faced with.  

Students on the playground will need to wear 

masks anytime social distance cannot be 

maintained. 

Remote Learning Do Gold cohort students need to check in for 

attendance on September 1st? 

Gold cohort students do not need to check in for 

attendance on September 1st. 

Remote Learning We have decided to elect the Full Remote 

Learning for our child for this trimester 20-21. 

Where can I find the form that is needed to be 

filled out for this selection? And what else do 

we needed to do at this point? 

The information about remote learning can be 

found on the District web page 

https://www.aldenschools.org/  

 

 

Remote Learning What will synchronous learning look like for 

students in the 100% remote option? Will they 

be attending a strictly zoom-based virtual 

classroom with a dedicated teacher, or will 

they be a part of a classroom with in-person 

students? Please describe in more detail what 

a typical day will look like for 100% remote 

learners in the primary and intermediate 

schools. 

At the PS, students will participate in remote 

learning using an AM or a PM schedule 

(approximately 3 hours per day). Lessons will be 

taught via Zoom in live time. Remote learning 

groups will only include students who have 

selected the remote option (white group) due to 

differences in lesson pacing and frequency. 

Remote Learning Will 5th grade students who are in the 100% 

remote learning option receive the device they 

All 5th grade students will receive the same 

device. 

https://www.aldenschools.org/


would have received if attending the hybrid 

option? 

Remote Learning I know you want a commitment by Monday for 

remote learning. But as we all know, things can 

change in an instant. If the numbers begin to 

increase or if my child attends school but 

becomes uncomfortable with attending, can 

we join remote learning at a later date? 

Please work with the building Principal, if this 

occurs. 

Schedules You mentioned the option of going completely 

remote. If you have enough people choose 

completely remote, have you considered being 

able to send the kids everyday that choose to 

go to school in person?  There may be enough 

people opting to keep their kids home that 

you’d be able to have those that do want to 

have their kids in person being able to social 

distance just fine daily because there aren’t as 

many students as you originally thought you’d 

have. 

At this point in time we will need to maintain 

the Blue and Gold cohorts. We will continue to 

evaluate the information we have.  Teaching all 

students the new procedures and routines 

during the first few weeks is essential. 

Schedules Will students that choose to participate in 

100% virtual learning still be able to take 

harkness classes virtually? How does this work 

with both schools doing virtual learning? 

Thank you 

If students opt to for the 100% remote option, 

they will only be able to continue with a CTE 

program if  BOCES allows 100% remiote for that 

particular program as well. 

Schedules Would it be possible to switch our daughter 

into Cohort B instead of Cohort A? 

Not at this time unless there is a conflict with 

another sibling. Please contact your building 

Principal. 

Support for Students 

(English as a Second 

Language, Academic 

Intervention, Special 

Education) 

What is the plan for children with IEP’s who 

receive multiple “therapies” or help in school? 

Will you being doing 5 days a week for IEP 

children like many other local school districts 

are? The 1,2,3,4  schedule does not do the 

same as the intermediate ABCD... schedule 

repeating the same days for blue and gold 

group and it makes makes getting the services 

our daughter needs harder. I’m not happy with 

her Schedule that I received today in the mail. 

She needs more than 3 -6 Physically in person 

days a month. She has voiced her concern with 

us about not being in school 5 days to get the 

help she needs especially after her recent out 

of school neuropsychology evaluations. 

Our most important goals for the start of school 

is to teach new safety and health related 

routines to keep children safe. Our special 

education teachers and providers will be 

conducting assessments of IEP goals to 

determine the new baseline. We will be 

prioritizing essential therapies and services to 

occur when students are in attendance at the 

least intrusive times.  This will be used to inform 

individualized adjustments. 

 

In addition to the above items, we have invested 

in several software tools whick use “smart 

assessment” of individual students to plan and 

deliver an individualized learning path which can 

be monitored. Students with disabilities will be 

prioritiezed for these tools to increase targeted 

practice opportunities.  

Support for Students 

(English as a Second 

Language, Academic 

Intervention, Special 

Education) 

What accommodations, if any are being made 

for kiddos with IEP's? Especially in regards to 

my son with autism this question is important 

as he excels with a schedule and routine and in 

person education. The part time in and out 

with no real schedule per say, 2 days on then 3 

Our most important goals for the start of school 

is to teach new safety and health related 

routines to keep all children safe. Our special 

education teachers and providers will be 

conducting assessments of IEP goals to 

determine the new baseline. This will be used to 



days on, would be terrible for him to maintain. 

Is there an option for kids like him to attend 5 

days a week?  

inform individualized adjustments. We will be 

prioritizing essential therapies and services to 

occur when students are in attendance at the 

least intrusive times and may need to make 

adjustments over time. 

Transportation If my son has harkness on a day he is remote 

learning, how does transportation work for 

getting to and from Harkness 

The basic rule of thumb for Harkness 

participation (for all groups – AM, PM and Mid-

day) is this: You will attend your Harkness 

program in-person on the same days that you 

attend in-person at Alden High School. On the 

days you are on remote instruction for Alden 

HS, you will also be on remote instruction for 

your Harkness program. 

 


